


Greetings from Austin!
Thank you so much for selecting Hidden as your featured 

book. I feel truly honored that you have chosen to spend 

time with my story. Book clubs are special, and I treasure the 

friendships I’ve made over the years through books, wine, 

and lively conversation.

The inspiration for this book came when I interviewed a 

team of FBI cybercrime investigators for my New York Times 

bestselling novel Deep Dark, which touches on the dangers 

of online stalking. I was amazed to learn how someone 

can track people through their devices, and how stalking 

has become easier and easier with the explosion of online 

images. I started to wonder, is it even possible to drop off the 

radar anymore? We talk about online privacy all the time as 

though it’s a privilege, but what if privacy is a matter of life 

and death? 

Ever since I made the leap from newswriting to fiction, I’ve 

been wanting to write a novel about an investigative reporter 

who was up against some of the same challenges that I 

encountered—from panic-inducing deadlines and casual 

sexism to the ever-present fear of getting cut from shrinking 

newsroom staffs. So, I feel a special affinity for Bailey, and her 

character is somewhat autobiographical (except for the part 

where she falls in love with a cop on her beat).

I hope you will enjoy Hidden. I love to hear from readers, so 

please drop me a line if you would like to try to set up a 

Skype or Zoom chat with your group. And I would be happy 

to send you a batch of Hidden bookmarks for your next get-

together. You can reach me at laura@lauragriffin.com.

Thank you again for selecting Hidden, and happy reading!

Laura Griffin



Add liquid ingredients to a 

blender. Add a dash of salt. 

Add ice until blender is ⅔ full. 

Blend. Wet the rim of a margarita 

glass or wineglass. Salt the rim 

by placing glass rim-down on a 

plate of salt. 

Pour & enjoy!

1 CAN (12 oz.) frozen limeade

6 OZ. tequila

2 TBSP. orange liqueur, such as 
Grand Marnier, Cointreau, etc. (or 
you can substitute orange juice)

⅓ BOTTLE of Mexican beer 
(Dos Equis, etc.)

Salt + wedge of lime, for garnish

Austin  ’Ritas



A Conversation
with Laura Griffin

What is your elevator pitch for Hidden?

Hidden is the story of Bailey Rhoads, an ambitious 

female investigative reporter who teams up with 

an Austin police detective to uncover the truth of 

a random mugging-turned-murder that may have 

been a targeted hit. As Bailey digs into the case, 

she starts to believe the killer is using advances in 

facial recognition technology as a lethal weapon 

and may have another victim in his sights.

This is the first book in the Texas 
Murder Files. As an author who has 
written a number of bestselling series 
before now, what is it like to release 
the first book in a new series? 

It’s so exciting to start a new series! The first book is 

special because you are giving readers a whole 

new story world, including the people and places 

that will come up again. I love going back and 

rereading book one in a favorite series. It’s like 

getting a second chance to meet a close friend for 

the first time.

How do you approach finding 
the voices of new characters, and 
establishing a setting and potentially a 
group of characters you know readers 
will visit again?

I want the reader to get a sense of the main 

character’s feelings, including her passions and 

insecurities, right from the beginning. Giving your 

reader a view inside a character’s head and 

heart right away is key to making them want to 

stick around for the journey, whether it is one book 

or ten books.

“Big Brother” technology is a key 
element of this book, in particular 
that our images are often captured 
and used without our knowledge. 
Why did you want to explore this 
particular topic?

My interest was sparked when I interviewed a 

team of FBI cybercrime investigators for a novel 

that touched on the dangers of online stalking. I 

was amazed to learn how someone can track 

people through their devices, and how stalking 

has become easier and easier with the explosion 

of online images. I started to wonder, is there any 

place left to hide? Is it even possible to drop off 

the radar anymore? What if you are in the witness 

protection program or on the run from an abusive 

partner? We talk about online privacy all the time 

as though it’s a privilege, but what if privacy is a 

matter of life and death?

You started your career as a 
newspaper reporter. Is anything 
about Bailey’s character 
autobiographical?

Bailey’s inspiration for becoming a reporter is 

very much autobiographical for me. There’s a 

scene in the book where she’s rushing across UT 
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an inherent conflict between them in every 

scene, and it is a struggle for them to learn to 

trust each other. What they have in common, 

though, is that they are both on a quest to find 

the truth, and they both have a strong moral 

compass that guides them—even when they 

don’t agree.

What do you hope Hidden will 
leave readers thinking about after 
they’ve reached the last page?

I hope readers will think about the value of 

privacy and how technology is chipping 

away at it. When we share our phone 

number with a cashier, or upload pictures, 

or download an app, we’re giving away 

bits of ourselves, and sometimes even our 

children. We can’t control the proliferation 

of technology, but we can choose not to be 

immersed all the time. The hopeful message 

of the story is that when we take time to look 

up from our devices, that’s when we can find 

meaningful connections with people and 

even fall in love.

What can readers look forward to 
next from you?

At the moment I’m having fun writing another 

romantic thriller set in Texas! The story, Flight, 

is a twisty murder mystery that takes place 

in a beach town on the coast. The tentative 

release date for Flight is spring of 2021. 

campus and she recalls hearing stories from her 

grandmother about being there the day when 

a sniper climbed to the top of the clock tower 

and started shooting people. Growing up, I 

heard that harrowing story from my mother, who 

was on campus at UT when the shooter opened 

fire. She told me about taking shelter in a store 

and ripping up dresses to make bandages 

for wounded people. I remember thumbing 

through old magazines and news clips, reading 

the same story from the standpoint of news 

reporters. I think that was when I first started to 

think about journalism. 

Of course we have to talk about 
the romance! On the surface, Bailey 
and Jacob seem like the least likely 
pairing—an investigative reporter 
whose job is to get the answers, 
and the detective who is reluctant 
to give them to her. And yet, as 
we find out, they’re pretty perfect 
together. Tell us how you decided 
on the careers for each of your 
main characters, and what it was 
like to explore that dynamic.

Bailey and Jacob are definitely a case of 

opposites attracting. Bailey is trying to uncover 

the truth because she wants to expose 

corruption. Jacob is trying to keep the details 

of his investigation under wraps so he can track 

down a killer without tipping him off. There is 



1.  At one point in the story, Bailey thinks about the dangers embedded in her 

daily routine. “People always said never jog at night or in the dark, and 

especially not alone. But Bailey understood the allure.” Are there things that 

are part of your routine that someone else might consider risky?

2.  Do you believe “the end justifies the means” with regard to Lucinda’s 

actions in the story? Is it possible for a desperate parent to go too far?

3.  If you were in Tabitha Walker’s shoes, do you think you would trust the 

government (WITSEC) to help you start over, or do you think it would be 

safer to go out on your own?

4.  How can you tell that Jacob is attracted to Bailey at the very beginning 

of the book? Why do you think he is drawn to her when, as his partner 

Kendra points out, he typically doesn’t like reporters? 

5.  From the outset, Bailey and Jacob’s relationship includes half-truths and 

mistrust. Do you think they ultimately overcome that enough to have a 

healthy relationship in the future?

6.  When Bailey’s older sister Hannah first hears about Jacob, she says, 

“Please don’t tell me you’re dating another cop.” But by the end of 

the story, she calls Jacob a “stand-up guy.” Why do you think Hannah 

changed her opinion?

7.  Bailey loves to be on the water, whether it is sailing with her sisters and 

her father or kayaking. She finds refuge in nature. In what ways does the 

author pit nature versus technology throughout the story? 

8.  When Bailey enters Granite Tech, she notices the security cameras 

watching her “like eyeballs.” How does the author build suspense around 

the idea of surveillance and stalking throughout the story?

9.  When Bailey talks to Dana’s friend Alex at Villa Paloma, he observes that 

“looks can be deceiving.” What do you think he meant by that cryptic 

comment with regard to Dana? Do you think that theme is echoed 

elsewhere in the story?

10.  Technology is everywhere in our lives. In what ways have you traded a 

bit of your own personal privacy for the sake of convenience? When is it 

worth it and when is the cost too high?
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